11 June 2018

The Editor-in-Charge

Journal of Economics and Political Economy

Dear Editor-in-Charge,

As I take interest in contributing my review for the book (below) to your journal, I am herewith submitting the manuscript for your publication consideration.

- Shahid Javed Burki, South Asia in the New World Order: The Role of Regional Cooperation (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) (London and New York: Routledge, 2014)

Although I do not foresee any conflict over our dealings, I want to provide you with my following statement about my review manuscript for this timely and interesting book just to avoid it as well as for your better understanding.

Indeed, the review must not be a ‘publishing blurb’ (ie, publisher’s puff on a book), it should rather be a ‘reaction paper’ with reasonable, straightforward and distinctive assessment on one person’s (or many persons’) work by another person. Anyway, you as an editor have surely the sole discretion to make a major edit on a journal article manuscript, but you as a book review editor cannot drastically cut any part of a book review draft. Accordingly, feel free to make corrections for the ‘stylistic mistakes’ in addition to ‘human errors’ (if any), which do not comply with your journal’s house-style guidelines. However, except a few editorial revisions (if necessary), leave the contents as they stand now so that my original expressions remain unchanged. In other words, kindly do not make a substantial change on my work. Besides, please note that I might not be in a position to accept any proof (with too many editorial enquiries and/or modifications) using the track changes tool of Microsoft Word. It means that I would be grateful to you, if you could give me the edited version as a plain format (preferably shown by colored text) in a Microsoft Word file. I will definitely be glad to resend your edited draft with my double-checking aside from a very few minor revisions you would have pointed out. In this connection and indeed, many of my book reviews have already been published in journals produced by the globe’s not only most renowned publishers but also many promising presses. At the same instant, I have followed their normal and similar procedures, while I have really enjoyed working with both general editor and copy editor of each of the journals. Moreover, you are certainly aware of the fact that ‘review of review’ practice is not desirable at all. Although you as a journal’s editor have the authority to accept or reject my book review after your ‘internal evaluation’, please do not therefore ask me to revise and resend my manuscript based on any comment/suggestion (negative or even positive) through the ‘external review’ process regarding my so well penned and intellectually flavored piece.

Many thanks in advance for your generous understanding. Still, if you have any question or concern, do not hesitate to ask me anytime. Let me know your decision on my submitted manuscript hopefully within one month from this date of submission. Last but not least, please be attentive to my own quote as follows: “I publish to create values needed distinctly for bolstering peace of insecure humankind, not generally for getting promotion of academic rank”.
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